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SECRET KUWAIT 4306 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENRG, KU 

SUBJECT: KUWAIT-SAUDI OFFSHORE BOUNDARY NEGOTIATIONS 
REE: KUWAIT 2041 (NOTAL) 

1. IN RESPONSE TO AMBASSABOR'S QUERY AUGUST 2, OIL MINISTER 
KAZIMI SAID THAT NO PROGRESS HAD BEEN MADE WITH SAUDI ARABIA 
ON DEMARCATING THE OFFSHORE BOUNDARY LINE BETWEEN THE TWO 
COUNTRIES. KUWAIT WAS INTERESTED IN A SETTLEMENT, KAZIMI SAID, 
BECAUSE IT WANTED TO DRILL IN THE GAS-RICH DORRA FIELD. 

THIS POTENTIALLY LARGE SOURCE COULD PROVIDE NON-ASSOCIATED GAS 
FOR LPG EXPORT. THE STUMBLING BLOCK, KAZIMI SAID, WAS 
THAT KUWAIT WANTED TO DRAW A LINE BASED ON INCLUSION OF 
FAYLAKAH ISLAND, WHICH WOULD MEAN THAT THE WHOLE OE THE DORRA 
FIELD WOULD BE INCLUDED IN KUWAITI TERRITORIAL 
SECRET 
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WATERS. SAUDI ARABIA ON THE OTHER HAND WANTED A LINE 
OMITTING FAYLAKAH, WHICH WOULD PUT HALF OF THE 
DORRA FIELD WITHIN THE NEUTRAL ZONE. KUWAIT WANTED 
THE WHOLE FIELD AND IT WAS CLEAR THAT UNDER INTER- 
NATIONAL LAW ITS CASE WAS STRONG AND THAT KUWAIT WOULD 
WIN IF IT WENT TO THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE. 

HOWEVER, KAZIMI SAID, GIVEN THE TRADITIONAL CLOSE TIES 
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BETWEEN THE RULING EAMILIES IN KUWAIT AND SAUDI 
ARABIA, THE KUWAITI RULING EAMILY DID NOT WANT TO 
GO TO THE ICJ. 

2. COMMENT: MINISTER'S REMARKS LEFT US WITH IMPRESSION 
THAT SO LONG AS THIS MATTER IS AT THE MINISTERIAL LEVEL 
IT IS UNLIKELY TO BE RESOLVED. NEGOTIATIONS AT A 
HIGHER LEVEL, HOWEVER, MIGHT LEAD SOMEWHERE. 

MAESTRONE 


SECRET 
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